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francs, properly enhanced "by the description of the joy of the
younger sister, the afiecting embrace, the emotion of friends
witnessing the pathetic scene, and the excellence of the supper
that was the finale—for even that had been provided by the
provident donor—constituted a pretty little episode for the
biography of Rachel, to which only one objection could be
made—its lack of truth, "Whatever might be the affection of
the tragedienne for this sister, it never led her to such a dem-
onstration. "When Rebecca died she had not finished paying
for the furniture which she had herself purchased for her
apartment; she was, moreover, so much in debt that the fam-
ily made no claim to what she left, lest they should have to
pay the creditors, for whose benefit, therefore, every thing was
sold at auction.
All the Felixes have been accustomed to look to Rachel,
and with good reason, as their main_stay and support. They
repay and keep up the flow of generosity by a continual ado-
ration of the idol that sometimes takes the most ludicrous
forms. "When she plays, the mother and sisters go off into
ecstasies of delight, clapping their hands, crying out Brava!
bravissima! vociferating " "Was ever the like seen! She is
an angel I Adorable! divine 1" &c., and ending the farce by
throwing their ready-prepared bouquets on the stage. It re-
quires the really extraordinary talent of Rachel to make man-
agers tolerate these silly scenes. But Rachel has reigned su-
preme and despotic behind the curtain throughout her career.
From the manager to the fireman and scene-shifter, all have
been the cringing slaves of her will, dreading her frown, dis-
puting her smiles, attentive to her slightest wish. At the
Theatre Francais, king or emperor, even the government that
supports it, none have the regal despotic power exercised there
by RacheL At the hour for the curtain to rise a respectful
knock is heard at the door, followed by the words, " Is mad-
ame quite ready ? "Will madame have the goodness to_ say
when the signal shall be given." The answer is, " In ten or
fifteen minutes—presently—now," &c., as she pleases; no one
else is consulted, though all the other actors are bound to hold
themselves in readiness at the hour. Her word was law. Aa
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